IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

No. 98-0222

INRE VAN WATERS & ROGERS INC., ET AL., RELATORS

ON PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS

Per Curiam

JusTICE HANKINSON did not participate in the decision.

In this mandamus proceeding, we are asked to review several issues relating to a November
20, 1997 trial court Order on Motion to Select Parties for Trial. These issues include an order
abating all discovery except as to the twenty plaintiffs selected to proceed first to trial; an order
allowing plaintiffs’ counsel to select the first group of trial plaintiffs; and the denial of relators’
motion to compel plaintiffs to further answer an interrogatory regarding causation of plaintiffs’
injuries.

We believe that the trial court should have the opportunity to reconsider the abatement order
in light of our recent opinion in /n re Colonial Pipeline Co.,  SW.2d _ (Tex. 1998). If the trial
court determines that discovery related to other plaintiffs should not be abated, then the trial court
should also reconsider its denial of relators’ motion to compel interrogatory answers regarding
causation.

Therefore, we deny the petition for writ of mandamus without prejudice to relators again
requesting relief from the court of appeals and this Court after the trial court has had an opportunity
to reconsider its rulings.

OPINION DELIVERED: October 15, 1998



